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Flurry of movies setto
crowd festive box office

Big-ticket southern films are going head-to-head with Bollywood movies

Lata)ha
lata.j@htlive.com
NEW DELHI

ollowingaperiod of limited theat-
rical releases, the Hindi film indus-
try is now witnessing increased
activity ascinemas prepare for the
close of2023. Filmmakers are also
eager to capitalize on the festive season and
recent box office successes, which have
resulted in a packed release calendar.

In November, Salman Khan’s Tiger 3is
set to hit theatres as the big release of the
month, followed by Animal, Sam Bahadur,
Yodha, Merry Christmas and Aquaman that
are vying forviewers’ attention and a share
of the wallet in December. Besides, big-
ticket southern films are going head-to-
head with Bollywood productions.

For instance, Prabhas’ Salaar is taking
on Shah Rukh Khan-starrer Dunkifor the
Christmas weekend. Trade experts expect
this competition to impact the business of
both films.

The schedule remains tightly packed in
January aswell. Additionally, Allu Arjun’s
Pushpa 2 - The Ruleis set to clash with Ajay
Devgn’s Singham Again for the Independ-
ence Day weekend.

“India currently has around 3,500 multi-
plex screens, which is relatively limited
consideringits vast population and
diversity of films produced. This
limitation in screens can make
it challenging to schedule
multiple big releases simul-
taneously, potentially lead-
ing to a situation where
numerous films compete for
attention on the same day.
Consequently, some films may
not perform as well as they could if
released on different dates,” said Devang
Sampat, chiefexecutive officer, Cinepolis
India.

However, this scenario presents several
other benefits, offering audiences an array
of choices, and generating excitement and
buzz within the film industry, creating a
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sense of anticipation that will attract more
viewersand increasing box office revenues,
Sampat added.

Whenitcomestorelease dates, exhibit-
orsdon’thave much ofasay, and decisions
are made by the production house, Satwik
Lele, chief operating officer at MuktaA2
Cinemas, said. However, trade experts are
also quick to point out that the box
office scenario has changed dra-
matically in the past few

weeks, with the success of

Jawan, Gadar 2 and

Pathaan, which set the cash

registers ringing with each

film clocking 500 crore. It
presents a huge opportunity

for filmmakers to cashin on.
“Now, filmmakers feel that every-
thing is working, including mid-range
films such as Dream Girl 2 and Fukrey 3.
Plus, thereisa huge backlog of ready films,
on which interest is rising. But, there is
going to be far too much clutter (with the
number of films now scheduled for
release),” film distributor and exhibitor

Sunny Khanna said.

Itis possible for mid-scale films to suffer
asaresult of such a packed calendar, trade
expertssaid, since the preference is clearly
towards big-ticket franchises.

The bigger worry is this windfall could
be followed by a leaner period in cinemas
because unlike 2023, there are no big star
films scheduled for 2024 as yet.

While the likes of Shah Rukh Khan and
Salman Khan have not scheduled new
releases for next year, the younger lot have
not managed to open or sustain with films
the way they do.

Theatre owners said the worry is that
either movies are making 32-3 crore on the
first day and nothing thereafter, or scoring
bigwith collections of350-60 crore on day
one on their way to mop up 3500 crore.

Thereisbigger need for mid-scale films
to deliver better results, and for younger
actors such as Ranveer Singh, Kartik Aar-
yan or Sidharth Malhotra to develop a fan
base in tier-two and tier-three towns for the
industry to deliver sustained growth,

expertsadded.
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TO MIGRATE OR NOT TO MIGRATE

Respond to this column at
feedback@livemint.com

way birds return to the same spot year after year, the dis-
tances they travel, how relatively small bodies pack enough
muscle for long flights, why such long flights at all.

Some years ago, [ watched a short film about captive-bred
whooping cranes. Being so, they don’t know how and where to
migrate. So humans taught them, by flying along the route in a
micro-light aircraft, the eager bird students trailing behind. Just
thinking of the sheer human audacity of teaching this (bird) life
skill isareminder of the how remarkable the instinct to migrate is.

Then there’sabird that, in 2020, flew from Alaska to New Zea-
land. Non-stop. We know it did because of the satellite tracking
device fitted on the bird. Thisis a distance of over 12,000 km, and
this little bar-tailed godwit touched down 11 days after it took
flight. So, it kept up a steady 45 kmph across a vast ocean with no
land for hundreds of miles in any direction. The 12,000 kmisa
new world record, and it was set by a relatively nondescript, rela-
tively small (about 300 gm) shore-bird.

All this might fill you with wonder, asit does me. How do you
teach something thatisnormally pure instinct, and teach it across
species boundaries? How does a small bird find the energy and
strength fora12,000 km flight?

But as interesting as those conundrums are, something else
that migrating birds do is possibly worrying. Simply because they
travel these great distances, they carry and spread micro-orga-
nisms across the world. Some of those can be dangerous to
humans. Of course thisisn’t new knowledge—we’ve known it for
awhile. But now, there’s a phenomenon that even birds might
need to take into account: climate change.

Think of the weather, just in 2023. Early last month, for exam-
ple, Phoenix broke arecord of 53 daysin a calendar year of tem-
peratures over 110°F (about 4.3.5°C)—that record set only three
years ago. Extreme rainfall has caused destructive flooding in
Himachal Pradesh, Sydney, and now, New York. There have been
wildfires and hurricanes around the world.

If all this is really evidence that temperatures are rising and
moisture patterns are mutating around the world—that climate
change is happening, in other words—then surely birds’ migra-
tory habits will change as well. In fact, there’s evidence it’s already
happening. Bird scientists are especially concerned about migra-
tion paths to or near the Arctic, because no other part of our
planet is warming as quickly. In 2006, for example, a team of
researchersreported: “Several bird species have advanced the
timing of their spring migration in response to recent climate
change...[In fact] long-distance migrants have advanced their
springarrival in Scandinavia... We argue that this may reflect a cli-
mate-driven evolutionary change in the timing of spring migra-
tion.” (Rapid Advance of Spring Arrival Dates in Long-Distance
Migratory Birds, Niclas Jonzén et al., Science, 30 June 2006).

What these changes imply for the spread of pathogens is some-
thing scientists are trying to find out. For example, there’s a bird

T here’s something compelling about bird migration. The

observatory and preserve in Sweden called Ottenby. For alot of
migratory birds, it is atemporary halt on their migratory routes.
Inthe spring, they stop there on their way to spending the sum-
mer in points further north. In the autumn, they stop there on
their way south, some flying on all the way to Africa.

During those stopovers, the birds do what birds (and maybe the
rest of us) must: they excrete. Their droppings contain the patho-
gens they have been carrying. This contaminates the water bod-
iesat Ottenby. In turn, other birds who stop in Ottenby may pick
up those infections and may carry them to their final migratory
destinations. Ottenby becomes, as a recent article remarks, “a
global relay system for transmission” (Flight Risks, Science, 27
September 2023, Attps./t.by/iBMIm). One Swedish ornithologist
reports having found all these pathogensin birds in the 20 years
he hasbeen working at Ottenby: “influenza and Newcastle dis-
ease virus, Campylobacter, Salmonella, Yersinia, tick-borne
encephalitis virus, Candidatus, Babesia, Rickettsia, and papillo-
mavirus.”

But what if migratory habits change? Some scientists think that
there are birds that, responding to rising temperatures, will fly
faster while migrating in search of cooler places. That increased
speed uses up more energy, and there are studies that show this
makes them more susceptible to diseases.

Other birds might respond to climate change by choosing to
stay put and breed in a spot like Ottenby, instead of using it asa
stopover en route to somewhere else. This can, strangely enough,
mean it will become a breeding ground for pathogens. If Ottenby

islargely a stopover for many different

Bird scientists birds, aninfected bird is pretty likely to
are espe ci ally passonitsviruses to other bird species,
concerned in which the viruses may not survive.
. . This is what evolutionary scientists
about migration  kpow as the “dilution effect”: higher
paths to or biodiversity decreases successful path-
near the Arctic ogen transmission. But if many birds of
the same species make their home in
Ottenby, that would negate the dilu-

tion effect.

There’s another, related, consideration as well. Birds in a
migratory flock which are infected with a particularly nasty virus
will tend to fall behind the others. That makes it more difficult to
transfer the virus to other, uninfected birds. Thus, it may simply
die out. But if the whole flock chooses to settle in Ottenby, the
virus can easily make the leap to nearby uninfected birds. Thus,
it may spread and survive.

Studying all thisis no academic exercise. We know what hap-
pened with the 2.3.4.4b variant of avian flu virus H5NI, always
called “highly pathogenic”. It originated in poultry in South
Koreain 2014-and quickly made the leap to migratory birds. Bird-
watchers “mapped in exquisite detail”—says the same Science
article—how it travelled along migratory paths. By 2022, it had
made its way through the Bering Strait to North America’s Pacific
Coast, and through Iceland to the Atlantic Coast. This year, orni-
thologists have found the variant among birds in Greenland,
which is warming quickly with climate change. The new places
those birds choose to migrate to are, thus, potential new places
for an outbreak of this destructive virus.

So yes, there’s something compelling about bird migration,
alsobecause it isa phenomenon so finely and delicately tuned to
climate. The climate changes. What happens to that tuning?

Once a computer scientist, Dilip D'Souza now lives in Mumbai
andwrites for his dinners. His Twitter handle is @DeathEndsFun.
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E-TENDER NOTICE Registered Office : 806, Siddharth, 96 Nehru Place, New Delhi, 110 019 Public Sector Enterprise) invites applications from ex-SAIL executives
E-Tenders are invited from firms/contractors registered with Corporate Office : Plot No. 3A, Sector 126, Noida 201 304, U.P, India i%?,?;g:fg;ﬂsﬁ[t;n% below grades from SAIL for the following areas as an
for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and Website: www.hcltech.com; Telephone: +91 11 26436336 Sl Areas Vacancy
same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. . . R ... . 1. Civil & Structural 01
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida Extract of Consolidated Financial Results of HCL Technologies Limited as per Ind AS: (% in crores) > Eloctrioal o1
ﬁ;thorlllty;S c:’fflmal w_eb_snel; | www.noidaa:uthorit:]vonlinet.)in_t & Three months ended | Six months ended | Three months ended 3. Refractory 01
ps://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites Particulars 4. Iron / Steel / Coal-Coke-Chemical/ Technology 02
forany changes/amendments & corrigendum etc. 30 September 2023 30 September 2023 | 30 September 2022 For full details of the advertisement, visit Company’s website www.sail.co.in
st Amount (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) atthe link “Careers” or www.sailcareers.com.
No. Job No/Work Name (Rs. in Lacs.) Total income from operations 26,672 52,968 24,686 Closing Date for receiving applicationsis 03/11/2023  pGm (P&A) - CET
Net profit for the period before tax, exceptional and/or Registered Office: Ispat Bhawan, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110 003
1. ?F:{)’/D(H )t/'G M/|f3 '3\/( "t| )-|/§0d?3-24d, '\%O PC?”'(I Rs.L1 94.61 extraordinary items 5128 0,824 4584 Corporate Identity Number : L27109DL1973G0I006454, Website: www.sail.co.in
enovation of Water Body and other Civi acs : ; : ' ' There’s a little bit of SAIL in everybody’s life
maintenance work in D Park Sector-62) Noida. Net prof!t for the per!od before tax 5,128 9,824 4584 ryboay
Net profit for the period after tax 3,833 7,364 3,487
2. |41/D(H)/GM/DD(H)-11/2023-24, M/o Park (C/o|Rs. 122.67 Net profit for the period after tax and non-controlling 3,832 7,366 3,489
Rain w?t(;a_;f harv?stma regharge sgulct:tgre in ?oft Lacs interest
area of airrerent parks green pelt In sector- — -
42,43,45,46,48) Noida Total comprehensive income for the period
(comprising profit for the period after tax and
3. ZD?J/S?(IL—{r)e/S '\ZA(/) EE(Z' ).58 I}/(er?zl_?r%i’r Ea/(s)s Tag tﬁ RS.Lzalil-Sz non-controlling interest and other comprehensive
Yo . income after tax) 3,867 7,690 3,408
Gezha Flyover, 45 mtr wide road sector-135, - : : . :
Near Pusta (Sh: Plantation) with two year Equity share capital (par value ¥ 2 each) 543
Near Pusta Other equity as a3 March 2023 64562 REC POWER DEVELOPMENT AND CONSULTANCY LIMITED
4.|29/D(H)/GM/DD(H)-111/2023-24, Providing|Rs. 193.16 Earnings per equity share (of 3 2 /- each) (A wholly owned subsidiary of REC Ltd.)
Lighiting arrangement and taking 11 KV feeder| Lacs (for continuing and discontinued operations) ) GLOBAL INVITATION (Through e-bidding Only)
line to for supply of Dog Park , Sector-137, Noida Basic (in<) 14.15 27.20 12.89 FOR SELECTION OF TRANSMISSION SERVICE PROVIDER THROUGH TARIFF BASED COMPETITIVE
. Diluted (in%) 1413 27.16 12.88 BIDDING (TBCB) PROCESS ON BUILD, OWN, OPERATE AND TRANSFER (BOOT) BASIS FOR
5.|30/D(H)/GM/DD(H)-11/2023-24, Beautification|Rs. 191.53 - FOUR (4) INTER — STATE TRANSMISSION PROJECTS
work of Eidgah park at sector 80, Noida. Lacs Extract of Standalone Financial Results of HCL Technologies Limited as per Ind AS: (% in crores) REC Power Development and Consultancy Limited,New Delhi, India (a wholly owned subsidiary of REC Limited, a Maharatna
(Electrical Work) Central Public Sector Undertaking) invites proposal for setting up of the below mentioned transmission projects through TBCB
Three months ended| Six months ended | Three months ended process on Build, Own, Operate and Transfer (BOOT) basis following single stage two envelope process of "Request for
6. 32/D(H)/GM/DD(H)'I | |/202_3'24, D/o Green _Belt Rs. 144.47 Particulars Proposal (RFP)".Interested bidders may refer to the Request for Proposal (RFP) notifications and RFP documents available on
, Express Highway Service Road & Safipur| Lacs 30 September 2023 | 30 September 2023 | 30 September 2022 our website www.recpdcl.in & www.recindia.nic.in w.e.f. 13.10.2023.
Road Sector Road Sector -153,157, & Sec. 144 (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) The bidders may obtain the RFP documents on all working days between 1030 hours (IST) to 1600 hours (IST) from 13.10.2023
LHS (Sh: Filling Earth & Plantation - - to one day prior to bid submission date for each project on payment of non-refundable fee of Rs. 5,00,000/-(Rupees Five Lakh
( 9 Total |n({ome from oPeratlons . 12,059 23510 11,424 Only) or US$ 7000 (US Dollars Seven Thousand Only) + 18% GST for each transmission project as per details provided in the
7. 33/D(H)/GM/DD(H)-_|||/_2023_—24, D/o Park (C/o|Rs. 127.16 Net profit for the period before tax, exceptional and/or RFP document available on the website www.recpdcl.in & www.recindia.nic.in.
Boundary wall in Biodiversity park Sector-91)| Lacs extraordinary items 3,950 7,359 3,544 The Request for Proposal (RFP) Documents can also be downloaded from our website www.recpdcl.in & www.recindia.nic.in,
Noida. Net profit for the period before tax 3,950 7,359 3,544 however in such cases interested parties can submit Response to RFP only on submission of non-refundable fee of Rs. 5,00,000/-
Net profit for th iod after t 2966 5562 2741 (Rupees Five Lakh Only) or US$ 7000 (US Dollars Seven Thousand Only) + 18% GSTfor each transmission project as per details
8. 24/3(SH|3/GDM/I3tDéH)_I I |£2023-I%l4‘ D/%GTeﬁnkBkelt RS.L1 86.65 et profitiorthe period after tax i ! ! provided in the respective RFP document.The survey report & clarifications to RFP documents shall be issued to those bidders, who
, Dust rree cZone Near (Golchakkar acs Total comprehensive income for the period have obtained/purchased RFP document by paying requisite fee. The important timelines in this regard are as follows:
Sector-150 with two year maintenance. (comprising profit for the period after tax and other sr. | Name of Project Last Date for Last Date for submission | Details of Opening
9 35/D(H )/G M/D D(H)-| 11/2023-24. D/o RSP Rs. 143.78 comprehensive income after tax) 2914 5,848 2,641 seeking clarifications| of Response to RFP of Response to RFP
: " Y ) - - 1. | Western Region Network Expansion 02.11.2023 15.12.2023 upto 1400 15.12.2023 upto
Green Belt Sector-161, 163, 165, Vill. Yakutpur Lacs Equity share capital (par value ¥ 2 each) 543 ;
) ) ’ v ! scheme in Kallam area of Maharashtra Hrs (IST) 1430 Hrs (IST)
Near Mohlyqpur Under Eass, Safipur U,nder Other equity as at 31 March 2023 40,561 2. | Transmission System for Evacuation of 15.12.2023 upto 1500 15.12.2023 upto
pass along with Express Highway 45mtr wide & h - ] Power from potential Renewable Energy 02.11.2023 Hrs (IST) 1530 Hrs (IST)
) f Earnings per equity share (of % 2 /- each) ! "
Service Road RHS and Sector-141 Vill. 3 o ddi inued . Zone in Khavda area of Gujarat under
Shahdra with 03 month maintenance (for co(m';;""g and discontinued operations) (3) Phase-IV (7 GW): Part E2
. Basic (in 10.95 20.54 10.12 Py :
; . N ] 3. | Transmission System for Evacuation of 15.12.2023 upto 1600 15.12.2023 upto
oM Wll“Ch carll_ft_)e Ltjpload;)dl Ib% date 25/1(1%2023' up;odS.OO Diluted (in?) 10.93 2051 10.12 Power from Rajasthan REZ Ph-IV 02.11.2023 Hrs (IST) 1630 Hrs (IST)
. re-qualitication sha e opene ownloaaed on (Part-2 : 5.5 GW) (Jaisalmer/Barmer
date 26/10/2023 at 11:00 AM. Director (Hort. Notes : Complex): Part C
Noi d(a ) 1. The consolidated and the standalone financial results for the three and six months ended 30 September 2023 were reviewed by 4. | Transmission System for Evacuation of 15.12.2023 upto 1700 15.12.2023 upto
the Audit Committee and have been approved and taken on record by the Board of Directors at its meeting held on 12 October Power from Rajasthan REZ Ph-IV 02.11.2023 Hrs (IST) 1730 Hrs (IST)
CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA 2023. The statutory auditors have issued unmodified review report on these results. (Part-2 : 5.5 GW) (Jaisalmer/Barmer
2. The Board of Directors has declared an interim dividend of ¥ 12/- per share at its meeting held on 12 October 2023. Complex): Part E
3 Fi ial Its Il th iod dh b di d ith the C . Indian A . All corrigenda, addenda, amendments, time extensions, etc. to the RFP will be hosted on our websites www.recpdcl.in &
. Financial results for all the periods presented have been prepared in accordance with the Companies (Indian Accounting www.recindia.nic.in. Bidders should regularly visit our websites to keep themselves updated.
Standards) Rules, 2015 (as amended from time to time) prescribed under Section 133 of the Companies Act, 2013 and other . ) i ) . . - .
ised accounting practices and policies to the extent applicable Note: RECPDCL reserves the right to cancel or modify the process without assigning any reason and without any liability. This is
recognise: g notan offer. Chief Executive Officer
4. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly/annual financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under REC Power D \t and Cor y Ltd.
Regulation 33 of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, Core-4, SCOPE Complex, 7, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110003, India
2015. The full formats of the quarterly/annual financial results are available on the websites of the Stock Exchanges, A nitiative of o
Chart a course www.nseindia.com, www.bseindia.com, and on the Company's website, www.hcltech.com. Bid Process Coordinator Initiative Partner
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